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The relevance of the electronic journals in the learning and research activities
The objective of this study was to evaluate the access to a full text on-line database by the academic and scientific research community of the University of São Paulo School of Medicine. In September 2001 the Library of our Institution received a trial access to the approximately five hundred periodicals from the OVID database. After three months, the University of São Paulo - School of Medicine purchased a subscription of the most frequently accessed periodicals by the attendants of the library. This database was made available to the students and the academic staff of our Institution for access inside and also for access from personal computers outside the Institution using passwords. 

More than twenty three thousand pages were printed or downloaded in the Institutional Central Library in 2004. More than 4, 000 passwords were distributed. The remote accesses by these individuals reached the number of 356,389. In conclusion, the results from this evaluation showed the high relevance of the access to the on-line database for the scientific community of our Institution and the impact against the decisions about the information police for the learning and research in the future. 

