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Consolidated information literacy programs for harmonized education?
In Europe, the Bologna process aims at the harmonization of the structure of higher

education in order to facilitate mobility. Trans-national recognition of engineering

degrees, academically and professionally, is a primary goal within the context of the

engineering education. The disciplines that compose the engineering degrees should be

defined primarily in terms of learning outcomes. This definition tries to reflect the

paradigm from input (workload) to output (competences). Mutual and unconditional

recognition of the learning outcomes of study programmes between two or more

institutes is expected to multiply the mobility of students across Europe. Some examples

of this recognition already exist on the national and the international level.

In “Information literacy programs around the world”, Christine Bruce and Philip Candy

conclude that best practises of information literacy connected programs and study courses

can be found when the planning of the study course/program has been context-specific,

adapted to local environments, the educational curricula. Furthermore, successful

examples highlight conscious intervention usually by information professionals and

collaboration between all parties involved in the education, and innovative use of

technology has been found to enhance the success of the course/program.

The focus of the poster is to chart the transferability of the information literacy programs

in harmonized engineering education. The new study structures of the universities are

examined and the question of context and adaptation will be assessed by a case study

where the experiences of the Helsinki University of Technology Library in Finland and

the Campus Library Arenberg of Leuven University in Belgium are analyzed. Two years

ago, the transferability of an information literacy course was tested under the auspices of

EUNITE, European University Network for Information Technology in Education by the

two libraries. Currently they participate in the EU funded REVE - Real Virtual Erasmus

– project. The EU Erasmus program enhances the mobility of students in EU countries

and the Virtual Erasmus has the objective to support virtual actions, such as distance

education. 
