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The urgency of systems integration
The FEUP’s activities, as in most technical universities, are supported by different services (computer center, information services, information system and multimedia communications) and it uses different systems to support the information flow: the SiFEUP for pedagogical, administrative and management information, ALEPH for library management and information, GISA for archive management and information, InArte for museum management and information, MetaLib for federated searches, DigiTool for digital objects management, Moodle and Luvit for e-learning management. Each system has its own special abilities to manage the different information types and contributes to the other systems, providing an answer to their queries.

The poster presents the systems integration strategy, as a mean to adjust to the users’ information needs:

· allowing the access to the information the users need, in the format they want and mainly from friendly and intuitive interfaces;

· allowing the access to the information in the context of the users work, integrated in their workflow;

· supporting the manipulation and reuse of dynamic contents;

· supporting publication and share of users documents.

By now the information strategy of FEUP is based upon the existence of a repository of digital objects coming from the diverse academic activities. Besides the repository, the other information sources are integrated and feed the need of information use. The challenge is provide information in context and reuse it in different ambiances. So, a learning object can be found at the library catalogue, at the course module of the institutional information system, at the e-learning system or in a published e-book.

