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Librarian Class Attendance: Blogs, Statistics, Outcomes & Opportunities
Abstract:

What, if any, are the benefits of having librarians attend lectures and seminars? In the 
midst of a start-up program at an Ivy League college in a distant land, the librarians 
at the Weill Cornell Medical College in Cornell were challenged to test new models of 
active participation while demonstrating positive outcomes.  Building an embedded 
library presence has been an iterative process, involving negotiations with Arab and 
Western stakeholders around issues of  propriety and productivity.  This paper will 
describe the setting, methods, and outcomes associated with having librarians attend 
courses as active members in an evolving learning environment. Using a simple blogging 
tool, librarians provide immediate course support in the way of recommended resources, 
search strategies, ready reference answers, links to faculty references, etc.  Tracking 
the actual outcomes of classroom attendance is done via a reference statistics software 
package that has been modified to suit the purpose of our experimentation.  Interactions 
with faculty and students will be analyzed to assess whether course attendance  benefits 
professional relationships in a way that positively impacts  student learning.
