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Abstract

A little over three years ago Dalhousie Libraries created the “Learning Commons” in its Main Library as the first step to becoming active partners in the learning and research process. The Library invited auxiliary academic services to participate in the Commons development and space including statistical data services, writing and math tutorial services; geographical information system services; teaching support services and, of course, reference and information services. The intent from the beginning was to create academic partnerships which could collectively and collaboratively help faculty and students solve learning and teaching problems. 

The combined academic service centre has become so successful that the Library is now proposing a $40 million expansion to include more collaborative learning spaces, experimental learning spaces and open forums. The Library will be the Commons for the University. 

Our success is based on a number of factors: 

1. Bringing research and learning to the Library by providing new relevant, collaborative and convenient academic support services 

2. Bringing Library research and learning support services to the desktop virtually—the Atlantic Scholarly Information Network portal 

3. Providing convenient one-stop solutions for a variety of learning and research needs based in trusted information. 

4. Providing spaces and environments that facilitate academic interaction and collaboration 

5. Fulfilling student information needs especially from their perspective within the context of current communications capabilities and opportunities. 

Our ultimate objective is to position the Library as a complementary and parallel learning environment and to be a leader in providing alternative technologically enhanced independent learning opportunities. 

By developing and promoting the library as an active academic partner in learning and research it remains firmly embedded in the University's mission.

