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Library LIVE – embedding and contextualizing information resources in the virtual learning environment
Abstract:
Library LIVE (Learning In a Virtual Environment) is a project of the University of Johannesburg Library and Information Centre currently maturing from a pilot project into an integrated part of the University's multi-modal teaching, learning and assessment approach. The objective is to integrate faculty and library efforts to improve access to information by providing contextualized links to electronic databases and electronic course reserves from within EDULINK, the University's WebCT based electronic learning environment. Library LIVE links students to materials specifically related to coursework and assignments given by the lecturer. The links are created in close consultation with the lecturer. It is a time efficient way to provide students with direct access to quality academic information published in peer reviewed scholarly journals. Students are introduced to databases and the availability of information that lecturers approve of in the writing of assignments or research reports. To avoid `spoon feeding' and facilitate the development of information skills, only one or two direct links to relevant articles are provided. After having access to these articles, the student finds himself `inside' the database and is encouraged to search independently for more material. 

The paper reports on the pilot project to develop Library LIVE, the results of the first evaluation of the service by students and a brief discussion of integrating the project into the day to day services. It also briefly addresses some unexpected developments such as collaborating with database publishers and aggregators to improve the functionality of databases. 
